
Monday, November 16 
Day One

8 – 9:30 a.m.  Registration/Exhibit Viewing

9:30 – 10 a.m.  Conference Opening
Taking Stock: Welcome and Opening Remarks

Unveiling of the 2010 March Disability Awareness  
Month campaign and poster.

10 – 11:30 a.m.  Keynote Session
Working Capitol: Federal Policy and  
Legislation and the Disability Agenda

Andrew Imparato will share information on the gains  
and losses for the disability community at the federal 
level. What critical issues are being discussed and 
debated and how can you have an impact?

11:30 a.m. – Noon  Break/Exhibit Viewing

Noon – 2 p.m.  Lunch
Capitol Gain: Equity for All

Indiana’s landscape is rapidly changing. A panel of 
Indiana disability lobbyists will explore policy issues  
and soon-to-be introduced legislation and how you  
can be effective in communicating your perspective  
to government officials.

2 – 2:15 p.m.  Break

2:15 – 4 p.m.  Concurrent Workshops

4 – 4:15 p.m.  Break

4:15 – 6 p.m.  Concurrent Workshops

6 – 6:30 p.m.  Exhibit Viewing

6:30 – 9 p.m.  Reception
You are a Winner! Casino Night Reception

Enter Casino Royale for a night of games, dancing  
and music. Roll the dice, spin the wheel and enjoy  
light refreshments. What happens at the Conference 
stays at the Conference! Guests will be provided with 
a bag of gaming chips upon entrance to the casino. 
Winner takes all!

Tuesday, November 17 
Day Two

8 – 9:30 a.m.  Registration/Exhibit Viewing

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Plenary Session
Health Care Reform: A High Stakes Game

Health care reform is a critical topic for all Americans 
to consider. We will explore the current status of health 
care reform proposals and the potential impact for 
people with disabilities. Speakers to be announced.

11:30 a.m. – Noon  Break

Noon – 3:30 p.m.  Awards Luncheon
Top Performers

Join us as we celebrate the contributions of Indiana’s 
top performers for 2009. We will present the Governor’s 
Council’s Community Spirit Awards, which include 
the Distinguished Leadership Awards and Disability 
Awareness Campaign Awards.

Closing Session
Cash in on Your Creative Spirit!

Limber up the inventive part of your brain and use  
your creativity to think differently. You’ll be amazed  
how soon you will be looking at familiar problems in  
new ways. Through the genius of toy inventors Charlie 
and Maria Girsch, you will plunge into the world of  
“what if?” “what else?” and “why not?” During this 
interactive presentation you’ll be invited to practice 
“stretch-ercises” and other tools and techniques that will 
fan and refresh the creative spirit that dwells within you.

“Can Do” Can Drive 
Please bring canned goods, boxed 
dinners or other non-perishable 
items to the Conference to donate to 
Gleaners Food Bank. A collection box 
will be available at each registration 
table. You will receive a ticket for a 
prize drawing at the reception!

Monday Workshops, 2:15 – 4 p.m.
Hedge Your Bet:  
Emergency Planning and the Disability Community

Are you prepared for an emergency? Eighty Indiana 
counties were declared disaster areas in the 2008 
tornadoes and floods. Is your community prepared 
to meet the needs of citizens with disabilities in an 
emergency? Is your family? This workshop will give you 
information that will help you, your community and your 
organization become better prepared for emergencies.

Successful Negotiation: Getting to Win-Win

Do you feel that someone is continually taking 
advantage of you? Do you struggle to get what you 
want from people whose help you need, but over whom 
you have no direct authority? If so, you may need to 
brush up on your win-win negotiation skills. Effective 
negotiation helps you to resolve situations when your 
desires conflict with what someone else wants. The 
aim of win-win negotiation is to find a solution that is 
acceptable to both parties and leaves both parties 
feeling that they’ve won.

Finding Your Cha-Ching: Employment and Careers

Learn strategies for getting to the dream of employment 
and have some fun at the same time! This session is 
designed to provide information, tools and motivation 
to people seeking employment and those who are 
supporting them. All attendees will actively participate. 
We will look beyond obstacles to opportunities 
to discover your ideas for interesting work.

Return on Investment:  
Choose a Healthy Lifestyle, Part 1

Good nutrition is a key component to increasing your 
energy level and feeling and looking your best. Learn 
about a healthy diet, techniques to get the most out 
of your food budget, and some tasty, healthy and 
affordable menu ideas.

Monday Workshops, 4:15 – 6 p.m.
Exercise Your Options: Finding Affordable Housing

Home is more than a place to live. Finding affordable, 
accessible housing that meets your needs can be  
hard — especially for those with disabilities and  
older adults. This workshop covers accessible  
housing resources, how to influence affordable  
housing development, and new programs available  
for first-time home buyers and homeowners who  
need help to keep their homes.

Diversify Your Portfolio:  
Planning for Your Child’s Future

As the direction of Medicaid and SSI becomes difficult 
to predict and benefits often prove inadequate, it has 
become critically important for parents to plan for the 
future of their child or dependent with disabilities. This 
session covers legal issues, such as wills, special 
needs trusts and guardianship. It also covers financial 
issues, such as trust funding, Medicaid and SSI, as 
well as family issues, including letter of intent and 
family involvement.

Pathways to Prosperity:  
Economic Strategies for Success

Financial fitness education is the key to building  
wealth — regardless of income. Learn to avoid 
common pitfalls with practical financial management 
and planning strategies to make the most of 
your income, savings and assets. Learn about a 
program for low-income people where you can save 
$1 and be matched $1 or more toward buying a 
house, attending school or starting a business!

Return on Investment:  
Choose a Healthy Lifestyle, Part 2

Learn how to reduce stress through yoga. It is  
now common knowledge that techniques of Yoga 
Science are an asset to health maintenance and 
illness prevention. Breathing, relaxation, inner 
dialogue, meditation and other yoga practices can 
lower stress and lead to a lifestyle change.

AmeriCorps Indiana

Help your community by becoming an AmeriCorps 
member and earn an education grant while you 
volunteer full or part time. A representative will be at  
the Conference to tell you about the program and 
answer your questions.

Access Information

The Conference has accessible meeting space. 
Sign language interpreters and documents in 
alternate formats will be available upon request. 
The Conference will provide limited personal care 
attendant services. Participants requiring substantial 
assistance are asked to secure their own attendants.

Conference participants should keep in mind that 
some colleagues have chemical sensitivities to 
such things as scented personal care products 
and smoke. All would appreciate your thoughtful 
consideration. Smoking is prohibited.

Author Signing of Fanning the Creative Spirit

Closing session speakers Charlie and Maria Girsch’s 
book, Fanning the Creative Spirit, will be provided to all 
Conference participants with registration materials. Take 
advantage of the opportunity to have your copy signed 
by the authors. Time and location to be announced.

Story Tent — Monday Only

Please share your story at the on-site “Story Tent,” 
which will be staffed by videographers and interviewers 
from the Center on Aging and Community of the Indiana 
Institute on Disability and Community. Story videos will 
be posted online. Every story is interesting, and every 
story is a worthwhile legacy for us all.

Annual Disability Poll 
The fourth annual disability poll will provide an 
opportunity to share your ideas on important 
topics. Computers and tables will be set up in 
the registration area.

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
The Conference has approval for 12 continuing 
education units (CEUs) through the Indiana 
University School of Social Work.

Social Security 
Social Security will provide information on the 
programs they offer for people with disabilities. 
A representative will be on hand to answer your 
questions and provide additional resources.

Lodging
You are responsible for your own accommodations 
(unless you are a scholarship recipient). Note that 
non-scholarship recipients who need an accessible 
room should contact Sandy Kite Hunt. A block of 
rooms at the Hyatt Regency Indianapolis has been 
reserved at special rates. Please mention the 
Conference when registering to receive the discounted 
rate. Parking rates are in addition to costs below.

Host Hotel

Hyatt Regency Indianapolis

One S. Capitol Ave.

Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 632-1234

Rates

Single, double, triple or quad $89/day*

Reservation deadline is Monday, Oct. 26, 2009

Self Parking is $25/day; Valet parking is $28/day.

*Tax rate on all rooms is 17% (not included in above rate).

To reserve an accessible room or to ask a 
question about arrangements for a scholarship 
recipient, please contact:

Sandy Kite Hunt 
Indiana Conference for People with Disabilities 
(317) 786-7272 (voice and fax) 
(866) 786-7272 toll-free (voice and fax) 
SKH4HOG@comcast.net (e-mail)

The Conference brochure is available on the 
Council’s Web site at www.in.gov/gpcpd.

Exhibitor and Door Prizes 
Be sure to visit our exhibitors for a chance to win a 
door prize! Drawings for door prizes will be conducted 
during lunch on both days.




